Breen has made up lost ground in title race

ByDanMcCalla

Craig Breen hopes that his

maiden WRC Academy victory

on Rally Germany atthe

weekend will prove wrong

_the Volkswagen bosseswho
turned himdown foran

| evaluationdrive.

| Thelrishmanheaded off alate-

| rally chargefrom Spanish Tarmac

| expert Yeray Lemeslate inthe

| eventto take victory by 15.1

seconds. The win, allied toseries

leader Egon Kaur finishinga lowly

eighth, means that Breenhas

Motorsportchiefsthathe will
notbeconsideredforadrivein
oneof their Skoda Fabia S2000s
with which they are tryingout
youngrally talent this year. Breen
had contacted VW to puthimself
forward foradrive, butthe
German marque politely declined
the 21-year-old’sadvances.
“Iwasn’tsomuch disappointed
by VW sayingno,l wasmore
encouraged to put theeffortin and
bounce back from the second place
in Finland,” said the Pirelli Star
Driver. “I’'mhappy thatI've been
abletoshow mypace in Finland

'WRC Academy Cup
Aftex4/6 rounds

1 | EgonKaur 92pts

2| CraigBreen | 66

3 | Brendan Reeves 36

4 | YeraylLemes 35

5 ' | JanCemy 33

6 | AndreaCrugnola 31
footage of each stageand madea
pageof notesonevery testbefore

conductinghisrecce. Breensaidit
madea difference tohis pacenotes,
and heintends to continue the

halved Kaur’slead from 52 points and in Germany. I'vebeentheonly )
to26 withjustRally Franceand driverin the series who has been practice: “Ithink it wasone of the
Rally GBremaining. competitiveonboth surfaces.” key reasonsIwon.Ispentalotof
The victory came on the back AsBreenhadn’tcompeted in time doing theresearchand on that
of Breen beingnotified by VW Germany before,hewatchedDVD  last stage ournotes were perfect.” - Breentook Germansilverware
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